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June Events 
   Date  Time   Event         Location 

June 07  11:00a.m. PTA BBQ (Hot Dog) 

June 08  9:30a.m.  Grade 5 Graduation    Gym 

June 09    Sport Day K-5   

June 10    Report Cards Go Home 

June 10    Last Day of Class (1/2 Day For Students) 

June 3—June 9 12:00p.m. PK-3&4 Student Dismissal   

Lost and Found Items  

From Tuesday, June 1 to Thursday , June 10, all ES ―Lost 

and Found‖ items will be displayed on tables outside of 

the ES office.   Please come by, take a look and find some of your 

children’s lost treasures!   

Dear PK Parents, 

 

The PK students dismissal will be at 12:00p.m. 

from Thursday, June 3rd to Wednesday, June 9.  

 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Dear Parents, 

 

Due to our recent technology problems I cannot be sure that I have received all e-mails that were sent to me in the past two 

weeks.    

 

If you have recently e-mailed and have not received confirmation from me please resend your e-mail to ispsoffice@gmail.com 

and I will confirm when I have received your mail. 

 

Wendy 

Uniforms for Uniforms 

 
Dear Parents, 

 

As many families begin packing to leave Panama and the ISP community, I am sure you are asking yourself, ―What am I going 

to do with all of these school uniforms?‖  There are also the returning parents whose children have grown and no longer fit into 

their current uniforms.  The great thing is that we now have a place and a purpose for all the uniforms that your family will no 

longer need.  When you donate an ISP uniform, the money that is raised from the resale of this uniform will go to purchase uni-

forms for children in our sister schools.  So please send in your gently used uniform (please no stains or tears)!  Have your child 

bring them to the ES, MS, or HS office where there will be a collection box. 

The week before school begins, ISP will host a ―Uniforms for Uniforms‖ sale at the school where ISP parents can come and 

purchase used uniforms for a very low price.  All the funds raised from the sale of the uniforms will go to purchasing new uni-

forms for the children in our sister schools. 

 

Please help us today by sending in your unwanted uniforms!! 
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Bringing Literature to Life through Community Service 

 

Architect Needed! 
 

 

 

In October 2009, our Bringing Literature to Life Read-a-Thon raised close to $4000.00.  We were thrilled and excited about  

raising this amount of money as we are using it to build a library at our sister school, Gabriel Lewis Galindo school in Las  

Trancas.   We have met with the Principal of the school and he is very excited about the new library and we plan to get started 

when we return in August.  The project will be interactive for the ISP-ES community and the sister-school community.  We plan 

to build the library in a Habitats for Humanity style where both communities come together to construct the new room.  Of 

course we’ll be looking for experts in our community to help us.  The first step in the process is to find an Architect who would 

be will to volunteer to draw up the plans.  While we want to keep the new library simple, we would like it to look great and  

looking and utilize natural light and the local environment in the best way possible.  So, if you are an Architect or you know an 

Architect that would be willing to volunteer and help design the new Gabriel Lewis Galindo school library, please contact 

Wendy McArthur at wmcarthur@isp.edu.pa or call 6673 2874.   We hope you can help!  If you are not an architect and you want 

to help, don’t worry, we will be looking for volunteers in the area of plumbing, electrical, interior design, carpentry and of course 

we’ll need people to help serve drinks and cook hamburgers for our hard workers once the project gets under way!  This is an 

exciting opportunity for ISP-ES students to get involved and put some ACTION into their service.   

PTA CORNER 

 

mailto:wmcarthur@isp.edu.pa
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Elementary Field Trips for 2010-11 

 
Dear Parents, 

 

This year the Elementary School spent the year reviewing and rewriting some of our Social Studies and Science curriculum.  

Teachers spent many hours developing units of study that focused on ―big ideas/concepts‖ and ―essential questions.‖  This type 

of unit development is designed to take the focus off the teacher as the ―all knowing‖ and take on the role as facilitator of learn-

ing in the classroom.  Students are encouraged to question more and spend more time seeking answers to questions that are in-

teresting to them.  This type of unit of study should be more engaging for students and have more hands-on learning.  While we 

continue to use the textbook as an important and useful tool, it becomes only one of the many tools we use as students learn 

about their world. 

As a result of this review some previous units have been eliminated and some new units have been developed.  The change in 

the units of study has a direct impact on the field trips that are planned for each grade level.  In the past some grade levels have 

taken a lot of field trips, while others have not taken any.  In order to ensure that all students have the opportunity to experience 

field trips, the Elementary School Improvement Team reviewed the typical ISP grade level field trips and have created a new 

ISP ES Field Trip scope and sequence that briefly outlines what field trips each grade level bold must take and which unit of 

study the field trip is connected to.   Field trips are an important and valuable learning experience but it is only valuable if mean-

ingful connections are made to the classroom learning.  We plan to make all ISP field trips enjoyable and full of learning for ISP  

students.  Please take a moment to look at the scope and sequence so that you can be prepared for the field trips that your child 

will participate in next year. 

ISP Field Trip Scope and Sequence 

(Revised May 2010)        DRAFT 

Specialist teacher and Spanish teachers can plan field trips as opportunities are presented and/or they are welcome to 

bring people to the School to work with the students. 

  PK3 PK4 Kinder Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 

Field Trip 1 Modeling 
Agency or 

Clothing 

Factory 
(Clothes) 

Punta Culebra 
(Under the 

Sea) 

Mi Pueblito 
(A Great 

Place to 

Live) 

Punta Cule-
bra 

(Living 

Things) 
  

Summit 
Garden 

(??) 

Mi Pueblito/ 
Panama Viejo 

(Panama’s 

Heritage) 

El Valle 
(Community 

Service/Land 

Forms) 

Casco Viejo 
(Government

) 

Time of Year     First Semes-
ter 

First Semes-
ter 

  November First Semes-
ter 

First Semes-
ter 

Field Trip 2 Box Factory 
(Boxes) 

Panama Canal 
(Transportatio

n) 

Gamboa 
(Animal 

Planet) 

Explora 
(Matter) 

Maersk Yard 
(The Market 

Place) 

 El Cano 
(Cocle) 

 (Uncovering 

the Past) 
  

  

Train Trip to 
Colon 

(Crossroads 

of the World 
–Panama 

Canal) 

Fort San 
Lorenso/

Portobelo 
(Explorations

) 

Time of Year     Second 
Semester 

Second Se-
mester 

  May/June First Semes-
ter 

Second Se-
mester 

  Panama/
Casco Viejo 

Tour 
(Building) 

Plant Nursery 
(Growing) 

  Cookie/Dairy 
Factory 

(City Slick-

ers/Country 
Folk) 

Recycling 
Center 

(Taking Care 

of Our 
World) 

Isla Galeta - 
Colon 

(All Crea-

tures Great 
and Small) 

Gamboa/
Panama 

Canal Mu-

seum 
(Ecosystems) 

Barrilles 
(Chiriqui) 
(Ancient 

Civilizations) 

        Second Se-
mester 

    Second Se-
mester 

TBD 

 
ISP 

Interactions 

with Sister 
School 

Group Collage 
 PreK’s 

Toys/
Making 

Friends 

Bringing 
Literature to 

Life 
Librarian - 
Book Ex-

change/

Stories 

Pen Pals and 
an Author 

Share – Span-

ish Teacher 

Art Related 
(TBD) with 

Art Teacher 

Christmas 
Carols 
(Music 

Teachers - 
Both English 

and Spanish) 
  

School Sup-
ply Drive 

PE Teacher -

Sports Day 

  December May   Sept./April   Nov.  Feb. 



Dolphin Dispatch 

Page 4 

Elementary School Dashboard 
 

At ISP we are committed to continually improving our programs, practices and facilities to increase student achievement and 

improve the quality of school life for all ISP community members.  We have identified we measures that we repeatedly check to 

ensure we are making improvements.  We call this our ñdashboardò report and it is designed to help keep you informed regard-

ing these important indicators.  Please note that this is not a measurement that can be used to compare ISP to other Interna-

tional Schools. 

 

The Elementary School is in the process of gathering data on student achievement in the areas of reading, writing and mathe-

matics and will be reporting on these areas next school year.  Once the Elementary School has completely transitioned to an 

electronic system we will also report on grade distribution, student attendance and student discipline.  We look forward to shar-

ing this information with you as the Elementary School is working hard to improve student learning. 

June Elementary School Enrollment and ESL Program Enrollment 

 

ESL Beginners are students who understand and speak little or no English.  These students would be currently  

participating in the New to English Program or recently exited.  The ESL Intermediate students who understand and speak 

some English but are still acquiring the English language and require considerable support from the homeroom and ESL 

teacher.   

 

     Number of ESL Students 

 Grade                June Enrollment                   ESL Beginners            ESL Intermediate 

PK3   36    

PK4   48 

Kinder   67 

1   75     -    18 

2   75    11    15 

3   73     3    28 

4   79    4    25 

5   70     -    18 

 

Total   523    18    104 

 

ES Total:         

Elementary School Spanish Program Enrollment 

 

Spanish as an Additional Language 1 (SAL1), Spanish as an Additional Language 2 (SAL2) Mother Language or 

Near Mother Language (ML/NML) 

 

Grade    # of SAL 1  # of SAL 2  # of ML/NML 

1                14                            No SAL 2                                   56   

2            12                           12                             47   

3               10                          9                               54   

4             10                          8                              60   

5                  3                              9                                  58   

 

Total    49        38          275 
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Measurement of Academic Progress 

MAP assessments provide detailed, actionable data about where each child is on their unique learning path MAP  

assessments provide detailed, actionable data about where each child is on their unique learning path. Every test item on a 

MAP assessment corresponds to a value on the RIT Scale (for Rasch Unit), so educators gain a deep understanding of what 

a student knows. RIT assigns a value of difficulty to each item, and with an equal interval measurement, so the difference 

between scores is the same regardless of whether a student is at the top, bottom, or middle of the scale. RIT measures  

understanding regardless of grade level, so the information helps to track a student’s progress from year to year. 

 

  FALL 2009 SPRING 2010 

  Grade 

Level 

# of 

Students 

ISP 

MEA

N 

Norm Group 

Mean (USA) 

# of Students ISP Mean Norm Group 

Mean (USA) 

MATHEMATICS 
  

  

3 67 196.1 192.1 72 198.0 202.4 

4 70 206.1 203.0 74 210.4 211.4 

5 61 215.2 211.7 70 219.4 219.2 

READING 3 67 192.7 191.6 71 194.1 199.0 

4 72 203.6 200.1 74 205.8 205.8 

5 63 208.4 206.7 70 213.5 211.1 

LANGUAGE USAGE 3 67 198.1 192.6 72 200.4 200.5 

4 72 204.3 201.0 74 207.0 207.0 

5 61 210.6 207.2 70 213.8 211.8 

 

Elementary School - After School Activities 

1st Semester Activities   2ND Semester Activities   

Sport lead up games 9 Fun English Activities (only ESL student) 7 

Soccer 1 17 Cooking 8 

Soccer 2 & 3 15 Scrapbooking & Fun Crafts 5 

Soccer 4 & 5 9 Ballet & Modern Dance 12 

Computer 12 Computer 11 

Karate 8 Karate 10 

Volleyball 10 Mini-Team Handball / Team Mat Ball 10 

Cheerleading 5 Coed Basketball 13 

Cooking 15 ADECOP sub 10 girls soccer 17 

Ping Pong 9 Drawing & Painting 8 

Junk Art 12 Cooking 13 

Mini - Tennis 14 Music 8 

Hapkido 15 Ballet & Modern Dance 13 

Dance 17 Movie Making 9 

ADECOP sub 10 boys basketball 15 Ping Pong 12 

ADECOP sub 10 girls basketball 12 Mini-Tee Ball / Kickball 10 

ADECOP sub 12 boys basketball 13 Coed Soccer 18 

ADECOP sub 12 girls basketball 10 ADECOP sub 10 boys soccer 17 

    ADECOP sub 12 boys soccer 17 

    Drawing & Painting 10 

Total 108 Total 228 
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We Are The Champions 
 

Congratulation to our Sub 10 boys and girls Soccer teams.   These teams worked hard 

this season while having a great time.   They make ISP proud!   Well done Dolphins  
 

 

Victoria, Carmen, Sherman, Monica, Jimena, Eden, Erica, Luisa, Rhea, Stephanie, Maria Alejan-

dra, Daniela, Lara, Samantha, Andrea, Zara, Julia. 
 

 

 

Fernando, Hector, Sam, Jose, Diego, Jorge, Rudy, Whitt, Alan, Sergio, Aman, Mattias, Nicolas, 

Daniel, David, Jose. 
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Classifieds  

SALE  
2000 Hyundai Galloper 

170,000 kilometers/105,000 miles 

 $5200 or best offer.   

Diesel, automatic, A/C, radio and CD 

player.  Good condition.  Black with leather 

interior. 

 

I am departing Panama in late June and am not able to bring 

Looking for a Home 

 
Lovable, frisky, energetic puppy needs a home 

at the end of June.  Juliet is a 4 months old, 

black/brown Dalmatian mix.  She's had all her 

shots.  She knows a few tricks and is ready to 

learn more.  Please call Yvette at 6949-0074. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.webwombat.com.au/finance_/articles/images/first-home-buyers.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.webwombat.com.au/finance_/articles/first-time-home-owners-grant.htm&usg=__b59CfZBGJM37drCirdZezgL8c0g=&h=350&w=300&sz=23&h

